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CPGPS Recent Activity
CPGPS Co-Sponsor The 14th International Conference on EOINFORMATICS 

Wuhan, China, Oct 28 – 29, 2006  (Second Announcement)

Since its inception in 1992, the series of International Conference on Geoinformatics have provided a highly attractive opportunity of gathering and knowledge exchange for professionals and practitioners worldwide. The 14th of this conference will be held on Oct. 28-29, 2006 in Wuhan, China. 

Organizer and Sponsor

· Wuhan University

· State Key Lab of Information Engineering in Surveying, Mapping and Remote Sensing (LIESMARS)

· The International Association of Chinese Professionals in Geographic Information Sciences (CPGIS)

Co-Sponsor: NSFC, CPGPS, IEEE GRSS, ISPRS WG II/2, ISPRS WG VII/5, ISPRS WG VI/5

Conference Theme

The 21st Century’s Geoinformatics

Conference Topics: The conference opens to all aspects of Geoinformatics covering theory, technology, application and education, etc.

For more information, please visit:

http://www.lmars.whu.edu.cn/geoinformatics2006/index.html
http://www.cpgis.org/geoinformatics2006/index.html
Alumni of Wuhan University in Canada
CPGPS Member - Dr. Zhizhao Liu was elected President of Wuhan University Alumni of Wuhan in Calgary Region. CPGPS Member – Prof Yang Gao becomes a Member of Honorary Board of Directors of Wuahn University Alumni in Canada

(March 27, 2006, from Calgary, Alberta, Canada) CALGARY, Canada’s energy capital earning its reputation for its richness in oil and gas, is now being added one more fame, the headquarter of Calgary Region Branch of the Alumni of Wuhan University in Canada. On

March 12, 2006, a large number of Wuhan University alumni and their families, who are studying, working and living in Calgary Region, got together and founded the Alumni of Wuhan University in Canada--Calgary Region Branch. The Alumni of Wuhan University in Canada headquartered in Toronto, was early founded in November 2005. The alumni and family members had a potluck party at a Calgary Community Recreation Center. Dr. Zhizhao Liu, Chair of Membership Committee in 2006 of CPGPS, was elected the inaugural President of Calgary Region Branch of the Alumni of Wuhan University in Canada. Dr. Yang Gao, inaugural President of CPGPS, serves as a Member of Honorary Board of Directors of Alumni of Wuhan University in

Canada.

[image: image1.png]Board of Directors of Calgary Region Branch. Dr. Zhizhao Liu (3" from left) was elected inaugural
President of Calgary Region Branch of Alumni of Wuhan University in Canada. Dr. Yang Gao (most
right) serves as a Member of Honorary Board of Directors of Alumni of Wuhan University in Canada.
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CPGPS Corporate Member - TeleNav Secures $30 Million in Private Funding

SANTA CLARA, CA-March 1, 2006 - TeleNav Inc., the leading provider of wireless location-based services (LBS), which includes GPS navigation and Mobile Resource Management, today announced the closing of a $30 million private equity financing led by Silicon Valley venture firm Menlo Ventures with participation by Lehman Brothers Venture Partners and existing investors, iGlobe partners and Sycamore Ventures. 

The funding follows rapid growth in TeleNav's customer base and increased adoption of location-based services during 2005. This new financing will be used to continue TeleNav's growth, supporting investments in product development, sales, marketing and product innovation. 

"As the LBS and mobile data services markets continue to grow, consumers and businesses alike are quickly realizing the benefits of GPS navigation and tracking services converged into the cellular phones they already carry," said Shawn Carolan, managing director at Menlo Ventures. "We carefully analyzed the market and feel that TeleNav is the clear leader in the space due to its innovative and proven technology, sales execution and experienced management team."

"The market for location-based services continues to grow and the demand for services such as GPS navigation on mobile devices is increasing," said Marina Amoroso, wireless/mobile analyst at the Yankee Group. "We feel that the total data revenue enabled by location-based services will grow dramatically within the next few years and TeleNav clearly leads the consumer location-based services market."

TeleNav was the first company to launch a mobile phone GPS navigation service in the US through its partnership with Nextel (now Sprint Nextel). Last year, TeleNav expanded its service to Sprint Nextel's CDMA network, Boost Mobile and China Mobile. Over the next 12 months, TeleNav plans to rollout its services in South America, Europe and Southeast Asia, and further expand in North America and China. 

The company was also first to market with TeleNavTrack, a Mobile Resource Management application that provides businesses with a highly integrated and affordable GPS tracking, navigation and field management solution. 

"This funding is validation of our leadership in the emerging mobile GPS space," said Dr. HP Jin, President and CEO at TeleNav. "We will use these funds to grow our team more aggressively in order to meet market demand. We are looking for talented engineers, world class marketing, sales and finance professionals to grow the company to a new level very quickly. We will continue our strong emphasis on innovative ideas, and this funding allows us to fuel our creativity and execution in releasing new products to market."
JOB OPENS

Job Opportunity in Centrality

Centrality Communication is a leading provider of semiconductor platforms for navigation infotaiment systems. The company’s innovation is based on decades of research and development experience from the industry’s leading chip architects and entrepreneurs. Leveraging this innovation, Centrality provides the most highly integrated solutions at the lowest cost point. In addition, the company has created a support infrastructure in China that enables its customers to deliver GPS solutions in the shortest time frame. For detail information, please visit: www.centralitycomm.com.
Centrality Communication currently has multiple openings in our Shanghai, Silicon Valley, Taipei, and Seoul office.  We offer competitive salaries, stock options, and a flexible benefits package. Interested and qualified applicants please send your resume electronically, indicating job of interest in the subject line to hr@centralitycomm.com.cn, thank you.
· IC Design Manager

· CAD Support Eng.

· GPS Firmware Eng.
· GPS GBC firmware engineers;

· GPS PVT firmware engineer;

· GPS R&D testing engineer

· Navigation software application engineer

· WinCE software Eng.

· MM AE Eng.

· SW Eng.

· HW Eng.

· HW AE Eng.

· GPS RF Specialist

· RF Eng.

· PM

· PCB Layout Eng.

· System Test Manager

· Technical writer

· System Test Eng.

· MM Test Eng.

· Performance Mkting Eng.

· QE-IC

Assistant/Associate Professor in Geomatics Engineering 

Faculty Position in Geomatics Engineering: Tenure Track position at the Assistant or Associate Professor level in the Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering and Geodetic Science, The Ohio State University (OSU). This position will strengthen an complement our Geodetic and Geodetic and Geoinformation Science faculty’s expanding focus on Geospatial Information Technology. The undergraduate Geomatics Engineering program at OSU is an ABET (EAC/ABET)- accredited program, one of seven Geomatics Engineering programs accredited nationally. 
The position’s primary area of research may focus on one or more of the following disciplines: geomatics engineering, land and geographic information systems and science, photogrammetry and remote sensing, geodesy and geodetic science, digital mapping, spatial computing, computer vision, and all types of surveying. Geomatics engineering combines these spatial information disciplines together with a focus on developing the science and creating new uses for the technology. Contact: Professor Ron Li, email: li.282@osu.edu; phone: (614) 292-6946; fax 614-292- 2957
Dept. of Civil and Environmental Engineering and Geodetic Science 470 Hitchcock Hall, 2070 Neil Avenue Columbus, OH 43210-1275 

INDUSTRY NEWS
WAAS Clarification
The FAA's announcement (reported in March GPS World) that WAAS in the northeastern United States and eastern Canada may be significantly inhibited by relocation of WAAS-broadcasting satellite AOR-W before the new PanAmSat becomes fully operational in fall 2006 caused unease in some surveying organizations. Based on tests completed last year, before anyone knew that AOR-W would relocate to 142W longitude, these organizations replaced legacy GPS mapping units using post-processing and the Coast Guard NDGPS with high-performance WAAS-enabled mapping receivers. 

The FAA notice doesn't tell the full story, however. Two new WAAS broadcasting satellites launched last fall. PanAmSat (133W) began broadcasting in test mode with corrections full-time this March, and Telesat (107W) is scheduled to begin the same mode on or around April 1, 2006. The FAA announcement does not take into account either of these broadcasting satellites. 

If these test signals are considered, there will be no degradation in WAAS visibility. In fact, users in the northeastern United States and eastern Canada will enjoy dual WAAS satellite coverage. WAAS satellite visibility in central and western North America has improved in the past 60 days with the new test signals and relocation of AOR-W. 

However, the FAA won't certify the accuracy/reliability of the new satellites until after extensive testing. Until then, non-aviation receivers may use the signals at their discretion —the same mode WAAS operated in prior to its July 2003 commissioning. Also, non-aviation WAAS receivers may not be configured to use the new test signals; check with the manufacturer. 

GPS Accuracy Improves
The U.S. Air Force GPS Joint Program Office — with participation by Lockheed Martin, the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency, the Aerospace Corporation, and Applied Research Laboratories, the University of Texas at Austin — has upgraded the software processing and modeling for GPS, enhancing the Air Force’s ability to monitor GPS satellites and improve system accuracy 10-15 percent for users worldwide. 

The recently completed update, named the Legacy Accuracy Improvement Initiative (L-AII), doubles the amount of navigation data collected and provided to Air Force operators. For more details and technical background on the initiative, see the “New, Improved GPS” article. 

The L-AII upgrade allows the integration of data from 14 National Geospatial Intelligence Agency (NGA) monitor stations with data from six existing GPS monitor stations. The L-AII update has incorporated improvements in a variety of scientific knowledge areas, including: numerical standards, geopotential, monitor station site displacement, tidal variations in the earth’s rotation, tropospheric delays, and satellite solar radiation pressure.

Galileo Underway with a Will

The European Space Agency (ESA) has awarded a € 950 million contract for the development and construction of the first four Galileo constellation satellites and part of the ground infrastructure, including full subsystem testing, to Galileo Industries. The contract covers the development and construction of the first four Galileo constellation satellites and part of the ground infrastructure for Galileo, including the full testing of the subsystem. 

EADS Space, a founder member and shareholder of the GaIn consortium (with project partners Alcatel, Finmeccanica, Galileo Sistemas y Servicios, and Thales) will handle almost one-fifth of the contract. EADS Space subsidiary EADS Astrium will build the first four constellation satellites. 

This stage of the contract appears to validate Germany’s call, voiced in public and private forums over the last year, for a large share of program work. The multinational EADS (European Aeronautic Defense and Space) is based in Schiphol, the Netherlands, but the company’s Ottobrunn, Germany facility will undertake the largest portion of the work. 

The In Orbit Validation (IOV) phase is designed to test the satellite system under real mission conditions. Between now and 2008, four satellites — the minimum number required to verify the accuracy of the positioning signals — will be delivered. 

During the IOV phase, EADS Astrium will assume system leadership for the space segment and take overall responsibility for the construction of the four satellites and design and manufacture the attitude control system. With Dutch Space, a future EADS Space subsidiary based in the Netherlands, EADS Astrium will also provide the solar arrays for the satellites. Propulsion units will come from EADS Space Transportation in Lampoldshausen, Germany. 

Responsibility for the onboard payload and the ground control segment lies with EADS Astrium in the United Kingdom. The Portsmouth division will design and manufacture the navigation payload and solid state power amplifiers. 

Headquarters of the Galileo Concessionaire will be located in Toulouse, France, and the Operations Company in London, United Kingdom. Two control centers (constellation and mission) will be located in Germany and Italy, with a backup control center in Spain. 

Signal in Space. Meanwhile, the GIOVE-A testbed satellite continues transmission of Galileo signals from medium Earth orbit. ESA, Septentrio, and Surrey Satellite Technology Limited maintain a proprietary silence over signal testing results. The second satellite, GIOVE-B, takes final integration and testing at the Rome facilities of Alcatel Alenia Space, prior to moving to the European Space Research and Technology Centre (ESTEC) for environmental test, and launch later this year.

Inmarsat Moves WAAS Satellite

Inmarsat, the company that operates the two satellites providing Wide Area Augmentation System (WAAS) signals, has begun moving one of its satellites west to a new orbit above the Pacific Coast, purportedly to derive more revenue from its services for international telephone, fax, and data networks. The satellite will end up at 142 degrees west longitude according to the Federal Aviation Administration’s Web site. The satellite move will eliminate the WAAS signal to airports and other users in Maine and large part of eastern Canada until the fall, when the FAA starts renting space on a third satellite. In the meantime, pilots relying on WAAS for precision GPS approaches in that region could find that the signals necessary for lateral precision with vertical guidance (LPV) approaches may be unavailable.

Boeing Nav Systems Director Joins GPS World Advisory Board
With this issue, Michael Rizzo joins the Editorial Advisory Board of GPS World. Mike was named Director of Navigation Systems Programs for the Boeing Co. in September 2001. He leads the business area that supports the ongoing operation of the GPS constellation and is developing the GPS IIF satellite and new GPS Operational Control Segment. He also leads the GPS III Global team, responsible for the capture of the GPS III program and has been designated as the Boeing focal for the Galileo program. 

His career began as a systems engineer for several ground-based and mobile satellite communications systems. Mike is the author of three patents for spread spectrum communications systems technology. He has a bachelor of science degree in industrial technology from California State University, Long Beach and a masters degree in business administration from the University of Southern California. 

